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Atrial fibrillation is the most common arrhythmia leading to reduction in quality of life and life expectancy. In symptomatic patients ant-arrhythmic medications use to be the main therapeutic approach. Utility of radiofrequency ablation in the treatment of atrial fibrillation has rapidly increased in the last 10 years since the initial report and subsequent confirmation of success of pulmonary vein isolation. Focal segmental isolation was effective but the risk of pulmonary vein stenosis has changed the ablation into a left atrial ablation with wide encircling lesions. Collateral damage remains a concern, in particular atrio-esophageal fistula which is rare but nearly fatal. Alternative energy sources are being tried of which cryo balloon shows the most promise. Achievement of symptom control occurs with reasonable success with pulmonary vein isolation but whether it leads improved survival remains unclear.

